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dread of attack by hostile neighbours, and with a view to
defence they had constructed a strange and quite original
stronghold in a lofty tree. Here, at a height of perhaps sixty
feet from the ground, in a strong fork of the tree, they had
built a bullet-proof house, of thick rough-hewn logs, loop-
holed in the sides and floor, which might contain some twenty
people. Access to this fortalice was only to be gained in
Robinson Crusoe fashion, by a series of ladders, which were
afterwards drawn up. It was houses such as this, I suppose,
that gave rise to the tales I had heard in Chittagong, of hill-
tribes who, like monkeys, lived habitually in trees.

On the 7th of December we safely reached Dalakmay, a
village on the Koladan, consisting of about fifty houses in-
habited by Arracanese British subjects, and at that time the
extreme frontier village of Arracan. Here the Roaja, or head-
man of the village, was suspicious of my intentions, and declined
an interview. He furnished me, however, with food, on pay-
ment considerably above value, and, to ascertain what manner
of man I was, sent to interview me a Burmese doctor, by name
Khilu, who had a great local reputation for wisdom. I did
my best to reassure the doctor, telling him where I came from,
and that my object was merely to go up the river and see the
country. On his part, Mr. Khilu begged respectfully to assure
me, that if I did go up the river I should never come down
again, as my head would be cut off and set on a pole by the
Shendiis, whom he described as a predatory and powerful tribef,
living beyond British limits, who feared neither man nor devil,,,
' and who, by perpetual forays to obtain slaves, kept the whole
frontier in perpetual terror. To this I smiled and responded
nothing, save to beg the good offices of Khilu in getting a
boat.

At Dalakmay also I found strongholds prepared, in which

the inhabitants could find shelter in the event of an attack by

;<tlie dreaded Shendfis;   these refuges, however, were of a

different fashion from the tree-fort of the Pee Khyoung,   Broad

rafts were made by tying large bundles of bamboos together,

and on this basement, comfortable houses of mat were built,

so tjiat in troublous times they had merely to push off into

tt, ,tlie stream, which here ran broad and deep, and they were